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Old Stagers Auditions


Auditions for the Old Stagers production, ‘Kindly Leave the Stage’ to be directed by Priscilla Danby will be held on Wednesday 8th April from 7.30pm.





HTC Sweatshirts


Get your T shirts for the summer season!


All styles available on order from Rayvens, Bridge Street.


Price list on notice board in theatre.








Committee Members 2009-2010





Chairman -


David Ireland		


Vice Chairman -


Gail Hinkins		


Treasurer -


Betty Benson -		


Secretary -


Shirley Moffat		


Asst.Treasurer -


Hazel Crook		


Theatre Manager -


Chris Liversidge	


Publicity Officer -


Vicki Head		


Social Secretary -


Nancy Byrne		


Young Stagers -


Sheena Liversidge	


Archivist -


Wendy Ireland		


Members -


Chris Byrne		


Penny Holland			


Tommy Peckham











It was great that even with such a busy programme, we were able to find a slot available when the casts of these two plays were available to put them on as a double act in our own theatre.


And that takes us back to the start of the year – and where we ended it – with another play directed by Shirley – Silhouette.  A great thriller – plenty of blood and that hat!!


Woven within these productions were the youngsters – Princess and the Pea, Macbeth and Humpty Dumpty which you will hear about in the Young Stagers report – our company would not be anything like as good and successful as it is without the talents of our young people and those who nurture them so well!  They also provided entertainment in the form of a dance production for the Horncastle Summer Show and in song for the Christmas Lights switch on and the residents of Tanglewood.  As well as enjoying a great summer school!


Socially, we have enjoyed a wonderful Christmas dinner, picnic at Snipedales and the traditional garden party.


None of these things would have been possible without the fantastic efforts of a devoted and hard working committee, and an enthusiastic membership.                                                                                                                                                                                 


Ann and Paul too continued their great support and warm welcome at the Red Lion and we are so grateful for this.


And now it’s move on time.  It hasn’t always been an easy year and lessons need to be learned – we have to be more aware than ever of issues such as Health and Safety and to ensure that such things as job descriptions for those taking on roles are written as well as being careful not to over commit ourselves. Accrington Pals is in rehearsal as well as one act plays for Sleaford.  Centre Stagers are getting ready for Wizard of Oz and a full programme is planned for the rest of the year - so let’s move ahead and make it another good one.


In conclusion, I would like to mark the occasion of the retirement of Eric from the committee.  Those of you who have been round for a bit will know how much we owe to Eric.  Without him the theatre would not be here, and there are still a few of us who lent a hand and helped him build it!  He could design a set on the back of a fag packet and, until recently, would be in the theatre at unheard of hours on a Sunday morning building it single-handed.  But I won’t embarrass him any more, just say ‘thanks Eric’ and present him with this token of our love and appreciation. 





David
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The only official


HTC newsletter – if you have something you want to share let me know and it will be in next newsletter!


David





Future Productions





23rd to 25th April 2009


Centre Stagers’ present 


The Wonderful Wizard of Oz


Directed by Wendy Ireland and Chris Byrne





20th to 23rd May 2009


The Accrington Pals


Directed by Vicki Head





2nd to 4th July 2009


Young Stagers present


Robin Hood and the Horrible Haunting of Horncastle


Directed by Sheena Liversidge





15th to 18th July 2009


Old Stagers present


Kindly Leave the Stage


Directed by Priscilla Danby





16th to 19th September 2009


21st Birthday Gala Celebrations


Directed by Wendy Ireland and Nancy Byrne





21st to 24th October 2009


Farndale Mikado


directed by Penny Holland





10th to 13th December


Pygmalion


directed by Chris Byrne














Don’t forget – 


‘Drinking Companion & Between Mouthfuls’  Sleaford Live Festival May 1st and 2nd 





The Farndale Mikado


Penny is planning a read through of this production on Monday May 11th and the auditions will be on Monday June 1st.


Tights


For this production, Penny needs vast quantities of black tights and stockings, any condition.  She has left a bag in green room for your cast offs!








Chairman’s Report to AGM 2009





	Another full and fruitful year has passed by – as they go by I get frightened as to how quickly we move from one AGM to another but we do and still continue to maintain such a high quality of varied drama!


Transforming our stage must have been a theme of the year.  We have just seen a play where the stage was such a realistic warehouse I expected to see the forklift coming through the doors from Somerfield car park!  Good to see some new talent on the stage throwing brussel sprouts around the multitude of cardboard boxes and, as a bonus, a freshly painted stage!


Prior to that we were welcomed to surfing on a South Seas island, sailing and scuba diving with the crew of the Hispaniola after an evening of drinking and dancing in the Admiral Rodney. Yes another great panto from the pen of Chris Liversidge and dancing choreographed by Nancy brought joy to the hundreds who came to see it and pounds into the kitty to pay for the new boiler we had to install to save audiences and indeed members from freezing during the winter season. 


Before Christmas it was the saga of the three kitchens – complete with stocked cupboards and running water, which matched the sharp direction and talents of the odd couples in Absurd Person Singular – so good to see an Ayckbourn back on the programme.


Wind in the Willows, which started as I sat legs up with laptop following a knee operation last spring, graced the stage in October. Pete Swift’s wonderful artwork brought the riverbank and wild wood to life and a fantastic cast and brilliant music from Chris Hinkins led to a production I was so proud of.


The Old Stagers gave us four mini-plays ‘Deckchairs’.   A mixture of poignancy and comedy made the audience laugh, sympathise and share the lives of an assortment of characters.


Before the summer we were given plenty to think about in ‘Whose Life is it Anyway?’  Never has there been a play where Jonathan kept still for so long – and as for the nurses’ uniforms?? A first direction for the company by Chris Byrne.


Gut Girls – complete with those carcasses was the May production and Festival entry.  Again, good to see such strong performances from younger members, whose talents were recognised at the festival, with the quality of more established members.  


We also entered the One Act Festival with Vicki’s production of ‘The Proposal’ that, deservedly won – such splendid performances with Graham winning best actor.  His varied talents also were seen in ‘What’s For Pudding’ – the bobble hat play which we took to the Sleaford Festival.  











Changed Details?


Please contact me on   � HYPERLINK "mailto:davidireland490@btinternet.com" ��davidireland490@btinternet.com� 


with any changes so we can keep you informed.  Where possible we will use  email as it is quicker and cheaper.


Thanks  David





AGM News


For those who weren’t there, all the officers  standing again were returned unopposed. Shirley Moffat is now Secretary and Chris Liversidge Theatre Manager. Penny remains a Committee Member with Chris Byrne and Tommy Peckham filling the remaining two spaces. The subscription remains the same (£15.00 18 – 60 and £7.50 if under 18, in full time education or over 60) and are now due so please see Betty or Hazel.  











Health and Safety


On receipt of your membership subs you will receive an information leaflet in a folder. Please read and note the contents and retain. Further updates and extra information can be added to the plastic folder – you may want to keep this newsletter in it as a useful reference for phone contacts etc.











